
MVFN Lanark County Project  
iNaturalist guide  (version 1.2) 



Guide for joining iNaturalist and posting observations 

Part 1:  Getting an iNaturalist account 
 

Part 2: Joining the MVFN Lanark County project 
 

Part 3: Posting nature observations 

Notes: 
1) This guide is for joining and using iNaturalist via the web site at 

www.inaturalist.ca (e.g. for Windows PC). 
 

2) There are simple-to-use apps available for Android and Apple devices. 
 

3) iNaturalist has good instructions and help videos on their web site for 
Windows PC (web), Android, and Apple devices. 
https://inaturalist.ca/pages/help-inaturalist-canada-en 
https://inaturalist.ca/pages/getting-started-inaturalist-canada 
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First - Sign-up for an account 

iNaturalist signup 
web page. 

2) Enter your preferred email  
     address 

5) Click the “I’m not a robot”  
     checkbox 

1) Go to www.inaturalist.ca/signup 

6) Click the “Create an Account”  
     button.   You are done! 
 

3) Enter a unique user ID 

4) Enter a password (twice) 
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Second – Join the MVFN Lanark County project (1) 

1) Under “Community” pull-down menu, select “Project”. 
 

Your Home screen 
after logging in. 

FYI. 
Your iNaturalist  
Control pull-down  
menu. 
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Second – Join the MVFN Lanark County project (2) 

1) In the Search box, type “MVFN Lanark County”;  click the Go button. 
 

iNaturalist Project  
screen. 

FYI. 
Your iNaturalist  
Control pull-down  
menu. 
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Second – Join the MVFN Lanark County project (3) 

1) Click on the MVFN logo or MVFN Lanark County. 
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Second – Join the MVFN Lanark County project (4) 

1) Click the “Join” button.   

MVFN Lanark County 
Home page 

FYI. 
Your iNaturalist  
Control pull-down  
menu. 
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Second – Join the MVFN Lanark County project (5) 

1) Click the “Yes, I want to join” button.   You are done.  Congratulations and welcome! 
                                           2)  Next, it’s time to start posting some nature observations.  
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (1) 

1) From the Home page, click on the “Upload” button. 
 

Note:  
To return to the  
Home page at any 
time, pull-down the  
Control panel and 
select “Dashboard”, 
or  
simply click the 
iNaturalist  logo on the 
upper left of page. 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (2) 

1) To upload one or more photos from your computer desktop or folder;  click on 
the “Choose files” button. 

Note:  
It’s a good idea to include at 
least one photo for each 
nature observations that 
you are posting. 
Observations without a 
photo will never get verified 
in the iNaturalist database. 
 
Help video  on taking good 
photos for iNaturalist: 
https://inaturalist.ca/pages/vi
deo+tutorials+%252f+tutoriels
+video#idable 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (3) 

1) Navigate to the folder of interest (i.e. where your photos are located) 
2) Choose/select the pics that you want to upload for your observation. 

                        3)  Then, click on the “Open” button. 

11 



Third – Posting observations on the web  (4) 

1) Click on the “Species Name” box. 
 

or 

2) From the drop down menu, select 
     the most appropriate species. 

Note:  
The iNaturalist  
community will review  
your species selection 
and will agree with you 
or they will make other 
suggestions. 
So not to worry, if you 
are not sure. 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (5) 

1) Check the date and correct it if required. 
               2)  Click on the “Location” button/box.  
 

Note:  
For good citizen 
science,  it’s important 
to have the correct date 
and location of the 
observation. 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (6) 

1) With your mouse/pointer, grab the center dot of the red circle and move it to the 
appropriate location on the map.                
                                                      2)  If required, adjust the size of the red circle by   
                                                            grabbing the dots on the circumference.  
 

3) Then, click on the   
    “Update Observation”   
     button. 

Note:  
If your camera adds GPS 
coordinates to your photos, 
iNaturalist will automatically 
do the location step for you. 
But, it’s still a good idea to 
check the location. 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (7) 

1) Change the “Location is public” if required; using pull-down menu. 
                      2) Check the Captive/Cultivate checkbox, if appropriate. 
                                         3)  You are all done!  Click the “Submit 1 observation” button. 
button. 
 

Note:  
iNaturalist will let you post 
anything but the preference is 
for wild fauna and flora. 
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Third – Posting observations on the web  (8) 

You are all done, your new observation should show up here. 

Congratulations and keep posting and sharing! 
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