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Selected Appleton Wetland Photos 
 
This Appendix contains a selection of photographs taken at four different times and/or from 
different perspectives: 
 

1. Figure O-1 to O-3   Taken from a kayak on the river on August 8, 2006 
2. Figure O-4 to O-6   Taken from a kayak on the river on June 16, 2012 
3. Figure O-7 to O-8   Taken from a plane at +5000 ft near Appleton on July 9, 2012 
4. Figure O-9 to O-10 Taken from a plane at lower altitude on July 9, 2012 

 
These sample photographs do illustrate the dramatic change from a healthy and thriving silver 
maple swamp to the current state with 60% of the treed area now populated with dead and 
stressed trees. 
 
Although we cannot establish photographically the exact year when the die-off started, the 
change was certainly well established in 2006. In the 2012 photographs, it is clear that the  
die-off continues, and there is also evidence that many of the trees that died earlier have now 
decayed and fallen to the ground. 
 
There is also evidence that water levels in the swamp are at or above the base of the trees, 
levels that will cause tree stress and death if maintained for a number of years. 
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Figure O-1  From a kayak on the river on August 8, 2006 (Alimg-3928) 

 
Note that the water level is high and the bases of all the visible trees are submerged below the 
water surface. In addition there are many dead branches and the surviving leaf canopy is quite 
sparse. A silver maple swamp that is drowning. 



Appendix O  page 4 

 

 
Figure O-2  From a kayak on the river on August 8, 2006 (Alimg-3931) 

 
A view of the tree canopy from the river edge – many dead branches and very sparse leaf cover 
on the remaining branches.  
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Figure O-3  From kayak on the river on August 8, 2006 (Alimg-3935) 

 
A view from a bit further out in the river. Many dead branches and very sparse leaf canopy. 
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Figure O-4  From a kayak on the river on June 16, 2012 (Alimg-8842) 

 
The general appearance is similar to that in 2006 – many dead trees, and the tree canopy is 
quite sparse. Also note the accumulation of fallen tree trunks at the water’s edge. 
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Figure O-5  From a kayak on the river on June 16, 2012 (Alimg-8858) 

 
Taken further northwest along the shore and further out in the river from Figure O-4, but similar 
appearance – many dead trees and thin canopy. Note also that water level is high at base of 
trees. 
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Figure O-6  From a kayak on the river on June 16, 2012 (Alimg-8861) 

 
Taken further northwest along the shore from Figure O-5, but similar appearance – many dead 
trees, thin canopy and high water level at base of trees. 
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Figure O-7  From plane at +5000 ft near Appleton on July 9, 2012 (Alimg-9003) 

 
A view of the Appleton Wetland. Looking northwest along the river from Appleton in the lower 
right to Almonte in the distance. The light green portions indicate areas of dead and stressed 
trees, and the darker green portion is swamp at a slightly higher elevation that is still healthy. It 
is estimated that 60% of the total wetland area is now in the dead and stressed category. 
 
 



Appendix O  page 10 

 

 
Figure O-8  From plane at +5000 ft near Appleton on July 9, 2012 (Alimg-9036) 

 
A view similar to Figure O-7 but looking in a southwest direction. It shows the demarcation 
between healthy and unhealthy wetland. 
 
 



Appendix O  page 11 

 

 
Figure O-9  From plane at lower altitude on July 9, 2012 (Alimg-9065) 

 
A closer view at lower elevation of the dead trees on the south bank of the river. The green 
foliage is a combination of the sparse canopy of surviving trees along with ground level 
vegetation. 
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Figure O-10  From plane at lower altitude on July 9, 2012 (Alimg-9069e2) 

 
A further view from low elevation showing a closer view of the dead and stressed trees on the 
south bank of the river. 


