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Appleton Provincially Significant Wetland and Area of Natural and Scientific Interest

This Appendix contains a selection of information related to the designation of the Appleton 
Wetland as a Provincially Significant Wetland (PSW) and as an Area of Natural and Scientific 
Interest (ANSI).

The information was collected by Neil Carleton with assistance from Shaun Thompson, 
Kemptville District Ecologist, of Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR). The information includes:

PSW Colour Boundary Map
PSW Detailed Black Line Map
PSW Wetland Evaluation Record
PSW Wetland Data Record
ANSI Boundary Colour Map
ANSI Boundary Black Line Map
ANSI Life Science Checksheet

These seven items are reproduced in that order in the pages that follow.

PSWs are those areas identified by the province as being the most valuable. They are defined 
as any evaluated wetland that scores a total of 600 or more points, or 200 or more points in 
either the biological or the special features component.

The 628 Ha Appleton Wetland was designated as a class 2 PSW on the basis of a 1984 
evaluation conducted by Bruce Brown and Jeff McNaughton of MNR. This included field 
observations, map and air photo references, MNR creel surveys, and a review of published 
research. Their points-based assessment consisted of 4 components:  

Biological Component 183
Social Component 181
Hydrological Component   95 
Special Features Component 220 
Total 679

In 1991, the ANSI evaluation was completed by David J. White of MNR. To date, it remains with 
ANSI candidate status only. We have not been able to find any information on the details of the 
evaluation other than the summary in the Life Science Checksheet. This Checksheet does 
contain some noteworthy items:

�Water levels and flows are regulated by dams at Almonte and Appleton, however, the 
effect on the wetland appears to be limited.�
�The candidate is on clay plain landform (Chapman & Putnam, 1984) and offers the only 
provincially significant representation of riverine marsh, swamp, and upland forest on 
clay plain.   �.  This area is most similar to the riverine deciduous swamp stands on the 
Innisville Wetlands, however, the latter are on limestone plain and organic (peak and 
muck) landform (Chapman & Putnam, 1984).�
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