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MVFN’s dream of 
creating a canoe/
kayak map/guide as 
a fundraiser and to 
acquaint many more 
people with the love 
of the sport, was near 
completion late last 
March as we prepared 
the Spring Whip-
poor-will. Later in 
the Spring with  the 
concerted efforts of 
Brenda Boyd, Frank 
Roy, Cliff Bennett 
and Mike McPhail in 
recruiting  advertiser/
sponsors, the map/
guide fi nally landed at 
the printers! 
Canoeing/kayaking 
as a means of learning 
more about nature 
is one of MVFN’s 
fl agship outdoor 
programmes.
Having led groups 

onto over thirty bodies 
of water in Lanark 
County and area, from 
small streams to rivers 
and lakes, MVFN 
member Cliff Bennett 
describes all the routes 
in this new guide. The 
canoeing experience 
is a relaxing, leisurely 
meander around bays 
and islands to explore 
beaver dams, water-
related fl owers and 
bordering trees. 
The offi cial launch of 
Lanark County Canoe 
and Kayak Journeys 
took place in May at our 
2007 AGM at Union 
Hall as, with great fan-
fare, it was offi cially 
delivered by two 
surprise mystery‘guests’  
(photo lower left) to 
MVFN President Mike 
McPhail The ‘paddlers’ 
brought enough maps to 
go round for everyone.
We printed 22,000 and 
all but 2,000 have been 
distributed to supporting 
agencies and advertisers. 
MVFN keeps a good 
supply to distribute at 
shows and our lectures 
and other events. So far, 
they have received rave 
reviews! 

MVFN’s dream fi nally realized as Canoe/Kayak Guide/Map is launched 

MVFN, Box 1617, Almonte, Ontario K0A 1A0   www.mvfn.ca

Cliff with draft guide at Tay Watershed Discovery Evening in 2006
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Following the passing of the Clean Water Act in 2006, Ontario has now formed watershed-based source water 
committees (SWC) to examine drinking water source protection policies. In our region the Mississippi-Rideau 
Source Protection Committee will be led by Chair Janet Stavinga.  Our MVFN BOD member Patricia Larkin was 
chosen to serve on the Committee as Representative of  Non-Governmental Organizations. The fi rst meeting of the 
Mississippi-Rideau SWC took place on January 10th. Over the next 5 years, the public will have an opportunity 
for input in three key phases i.e. Terms of Reference, Assessment, and Source Water Protection Planning for the 
Rideau and Mississippi watersheds. Congratulations Patricia and best wishes with your work on the committee.

MVFN’s Patricia Larkin to represent Non-Governmental 
Organizations on Mississippi-Rideau Source Protection Committee

Lanark County owns 4, 600 Ha of public lands, mostly in Lanark Highlands. All were logged and farmed and now 
recovering to natural forest or plantations of red pine. These are our lands and offer free access to the public where 
most lands are posted Private, Keep Out!

For many years MVFN has appealed to County Council and Mississippi Valley Conservation for 
the consideration of the natural and heritage values of the lands for they exceed any other worth. 
The County is now logging the lands and destroying much of their natural value. This is contrary 
to the wishes of most people and the recent Lanark Highlands Integrated Sustainable Community 
Plan. The plan speaks of the natural features of the region and their long term worth.

Space does not permit the long list of values of natural forests but they are worth money and satisfaction in many ways. 
Consider the visitors to Algonquin Park. Many of our plants and animals come from our forests. And research and 
education make them available to us. As a particular example, we have no formally protected forests in Lanark County and 
therefore no opportunity to have natural old growth. We once had magnifi cent old growth forests unsurpassed in beauty 
and unique plants and animals, and with protection from commercial logging our descendants may have them again. 

What do you think? What to do? I suggest you ask your councilor or anyone of infl uence to stop the logging of our 
forests and make a plan for best use of all their natural features. Councillors on the forestry subcommittee are Bob 
Fletcher, Bruce Horlin, Susan Freeman, and Keith Kerr.                                     -Jim Bendell

 How do you want your forests managed? 

Presidents Message:   
Greetings MVFN Members!  This newsletter is full to the brim with articles and accounts of MVFN activities and space 
simply does not permit us to cover it all. 

Thanks to your generosity, the 2007 MVFN Gala “Gardening Grief & Glory “ featuring Ed Lawrence & Laurie Fagan 
raised over $3,000 towards environmental education for local youth! Also congratulations to Mackenzie Daley and Katie 
Linton, the 2007 Cliff Bennett Nature Bursary winners. A very speical thankyou to our webmaster Simon Broadbent who is 
working to completely update our fantastic website. 

A special thanks to Paul Egginton for his contribution to  September’s “Weathering The Change” climate change workshop  
orchestrated with MVC. Look forward to the summary report on how our area can adapt to changes (also see p. 6 ). 
 
Our Christmas bird counts are exceptional due to the efforts of volunteers such as Iain Wilkes and Mike Jaques (for 21 yrs) 
for the Carleton Place count, Cliff Bennett for Lanark Highlands and Georgina Doe (>21 years) and Marjorie Montgomery 
for the feeder counts. A very special congratulations and thankyou to Mike Jaques, for all your work reporting and compiling 
for the bird counts over the years. Bravo all for making the counts a holiday tradition.

We are a vibrant engaged club doing our best to ensure that our own local wildlife will be around for the next generation 
to enjoy, and not destroyed in a “death by a thousand cuts” fashion. If you are interested in learning more and becoming 
involved in MVFN projects –why not give me a call. See you at the next MVFN event.

Cheers & Happy New Year, Mike McPhail
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Paul Keddy and his wife have just returned from the wilds of Louisiana to their home on Blue Heron Drive in 
Carleton Place. Keddy is the author of the book [Earth, Water and Fire: An Ecological Profi le of Lanark County] 
MVFN sells that describes so well some of the natural features of our region and gives all profi t to the club. We 
are indebted greatly to him and hope he and his wife will participate in our activities. They will be a massive 
injection of good spirit and knowledge to our enjoyment and enterprise. Great to see you back to where you 
belong! - Jim Bendell

We had fun teaching, learning, and sharing stories about nature 
with visitors to MVFN’s booth at the Art of Being Green Festival 

The Art of Being Green Festival in Lanark Village 
was a wonderful opportunity this summer to 
showcase our club, and for MVFN volunteers to 
experience the festival and meet the many visitors 
to MVFN’s booth. In charge of MVFN’s booth 
was MVFN member Neil Carleton:
 “The MVFN booth sure was busy both days.  As 
we put out a few nature objects on the fi rst morning, 
we discovered what wonderful magnets they were. 
Within moments, it seemed, we had children 
and grandparents engaged in great discussions 
about the wonders of nature as they picked up a 
turtle shell, or marvelled at the beauty of a moth’s 
wing.  Bikers and hikers with knapsacks, as well 
as Moms and Dads with strollers, had a chance to 
compare the shell of a robin’s egg with the shell 
of a snapping turtle’s egg.  

“With a piece of last year’s fragile paper 
wasp nest in one hand, and a 450 million year old 
limestone fossil in their other hand, visitors to the 
MVFN booth discovered that both samples had the 
very same hexagonal pattern.  The hornet under the 
microscope was a big hit with kids and the young 
at heart too.  From insect exoskeletons to animal 
skulls, and from a snake skin to a wild turkey 
feather, they were wonderful ways to engage the 
natural curiosity of everyone who stopped by.”

“Thanks to the remarkable expertise of MVFN 
volunteers, dozens and dozens of questions were 
answered ......  We helped the couple who had a bat 
on their bedroom curtain fi gure out it was a lovely 
silver-haired bat.  With one of the popular bat 
posters in hand, they left happy to tell their friends.  
The ghostly green fl uttering at the window one 
night was identifi ed as the beautiful and most 
unusual Luna moth.  We heard many other stories 
too, including the mystery of a feathered albino 
visitor to a bird feeder, the hair raising sounds of 

wolves at night, a wren that’s returned to nest every 
year, the surprise of fl ying ants, and the magic of 
fi refl ies at dusk.” 

MVFN President Mike McPhail and young festival-goer 
help do prize draw as AOBG wrapped-up 

MVFN member, Neil Carleton holds wasp nest at MVFN’s booth 

Welcome Home Paul Keddy



MVFN expresses concern about impacts of uranium mining in watershed 

Learn about Adaptation of Plants and Animals to Winter, on 
MVFN’s 2008 Winter Walk, Sunday February 17, 10 A.M. 
to mid afternoon, led by Naturalist Extraordinaire Joel By-
rne. Location: Gunn Creek Trail, Lanark Highlands. Meet 
at 9:30 A.M. for car pooling at Union Hall, corner County 
Rds 16 and 9 (Wolf Grove and Tatlock Rds) or at Hopetown 
General Store at 9:45 A.M. Dress according to weather; 
snowshoes are in order. Bring something to cook over the 
campfi re. Also binoculars, magnifying glasses and small 
sketch notebook. Please register beforehand with Cliff Ben-
nett at 613-256-5013 or bennett@magma.ca.

MVFN’s Annual Winter Walk  
Sunday Feb 17, 2008 

Ted Mosquin examines mushroom found by 5-yr 
old Jacob Cooke (at right)  while on Sept’07 MVFN 
walk on Gunn Creek Trail with his grandparents 
MVFN VP Howard Robinson and Mary Robinson

In early summer 2007 MVFN began discussing the potential environmental impacts of uranium exploration 
and mining in the watershed, and the limitations of Ontario’s current mining laws. This began when our VP 
Howard Robinson brought to the club’s attention, concerns relating to Frontenac Ventures Corporation (FVC) 
mining exploration activity on 30,000 acres of private and Crown land 
including several small lakes and wetlands on the Eastern shore of 
Crotch Lake. MVFN subsequently became involved in work spearheaded 
by Howard to alert appropriate agencies of our concerns and urge further 
study of the potential risks posed by uranium exploration and mining on 
the natural environment of the Mississippi River which fl ows through 
lands staked by the mining company. 

Amongst the risks identifi ed is the possible contamination of source 
water for drinking, including private wells in close proximity and 
municipal drinking water sources downstream some distance. Other 
concerns include risks to safety of tailings ponds from natural causes 
or accidents, and environmental disruptions to habitat caused by core 
sampling, road building and other potential mining activity.

MVFN actions: MVFN’s BOD wrote to the Premier and applicable ministries stating our concerns and 
was instrumental in engaging Mississippi Valley Conservation (MVC) in the issue. MVC began a well-
water sampling program to gather current water chemistry and contaminants data should the need for future 
comparison monitoring arise. MVFN also brought the issue before the Water Guardians’ Network, of which 
MVFN is a member. Concerns were also raised to Ontario Nature (ON). Many naturalists groups, including 
MVFN and the Algonquin to Adirondack Conservation Association (A2A) are part of ON’s Nature Network. 
A2A would certainly see environmental impacts if mining is established. Mapping of uranium zones as shown 
by the Geological Survey of Canada demonstrate the potential impact when overlapped with the A2A region 
as shown in fi gures we have posted on our website. As mentioned elsewhere in the newsletter, Ontario has 
formed Source Water Protection committees (SWC) as part of the Clean Water Act. On January 10th at the fi rst 
Mississippi-Rideau SWC meeting a member inquiry was successfully introduced by MVFN member Patricia 
Larkin, the committee’s Representative for NGO’s , to investigate threats from uranium operations, thereby 
making an inquiry offi cial for our local Conservation Authority. 

Recommendation:  With respect to Clean Water Act, ‘No risk’ is preferred to ‘Low risk’. A possible solution is 
to place a moratorium on uranium exploration, mining and processing within Source Water Protection  Regions 
until risks are fully understood and mitigated. For more details see “Perspectives on Uranium Exploration and 
Mining in the Mississippi Watershed” on our website.

 Cliff Bennett, Howard and Mary Robinson 
and Joel Byrne toured prospected area near 
Ragged Chutes in November
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“ 2 o’clock, white wing bars, brown and white fl ecks on the breast , fl ies like a. . .” 

Taking part in the Audubon Christmas bird count can be a daunting experience for the novice birder, but I needn’t have worried 
about my limited skills. I quickly discovered that Birding 101 is full of laughter, fun and friendship. 

A not-too-early start for the 5th Annual Lanark Highlands count meant crowding four people into a Honda Civic with the back split 
seat folded down to accommodate skis, poles, snowshoes and backpacks. The back seat was a bit crowded...cozy!... especially since 
the rear right door locked from the outside, requiring a doorman to get us out.  Steaming travel mugs of wake-up coffee and a CD 
(the birders companion) made the trip to Watson’s Corners fl y by. Surely all the birds would still be asleep. 

Our fi rst offi cial stop was the intersection at Kangaroo Corners, also known as Fiddler’s Hill. 
A quick glance at the map indicated we were to scout only the south side of the road, but all 
the chickadees were congregating at a feeder on the north side! Couldn’t we just whistle them 
over, and start our tally? No way. Our plan was interrupted by a woman, her hunting dog riding 
beside her in the front seat of a pick-up, who was looking for a man called Joe.  He was last 
seen 45 minutes earlier going for a walk to his place on the next concession. We told her we’d 
keep an eye out for him.  This was beginning to look like an interesting day already. We tootled 
along wondering why the offi cial Audubon map was divided into circles rather than quadrants. 
Also it did seem like a lot of territory for four birders in a Honda Civic to cover in one day.

Cathy, our secretary, kept a running tally of everything we saw in a little black notebook. 
Frequently, before I could crane my neck to look out the window, the others already had their 
fi eld glasses out and were calling out details. “ 2 o’clock, white wing bars, brown and white fl ecks on the breast, fl ies like a …”.  as 
I  struggled to roll down the car window to reach the lock from the outside and get out.  A friendly farmer heading out to his barn 
provided a gold mine of birds for us, thanks to a well-stocked feeder. Not only did we hear and see pine grosbeaks, hairys and 
downys, and a multitude of chickadees, we also heard about the two wild turkey toms who come down to his feeder at the other side 
of the road. Back in the car again, we headed over to visit Phyllis at the Hill store at Macdonald’s Corners, and sample some of her 
home-made butter tarts, with good old-fashioned drip coffee. She reminded us of the feeder across the street, so we continued on, 
surmising that this day, the only birds to be seen were the ones close to backyard feeders. 

A drive up to the end of our territory proved fruitless, but we did manage to try out our skis and snowshoes on the trail from the 
Hall subdivision to the Lake. With a lunch deadline quickly approaching, this was becoming more like ‘speed birding’. We had just 
enough time to head over to one more concession for a quick last look. Surely, there would be a feeder, and perhaps we could add a 
few more species to our list.  A few hundred meters down the road, Jeff called out for us to stop and look straight  up. Directly over 
the road, on an overhanging maple branch, sat a majestic barred owl, keenly staring down at us, as we made eye contact with him 
through the windshield. He opened his wings and silently settled on a nearby branch, while we slowly got out and watched, sharing 
binoculars and whispers of admiration. Here was the ‘catch’ of the day! 

Lunch at the Landing proved to be a noisy and fun-fi lled one, trading birding notes and experiences. As a novice, my experience this 
day had showed me you can hone your birding skills, have fun out in nature, and contribute some vital information for conservation 
for birds.

Thankyou to all the club members for making it a great day!   - Lucy Carleton

The record December snowfall in our area meant that snow and more snow was the defi ning element on both Christmas 
bird counts sponsored by MVFN. The 64th Annual Carleton Place Bird Count December 27th led by Iain Wilkes got 
underway with 28 fi eld counters enjoying mild temperatures, but by 11 am snow, which didn’t let up, was “keeping the 
birds hunkered down and making visibility diffi cult.” Overall, total numbers of birds counted (5011) and species (42) 
were down compared to this count’s average. However a record number of pileated woodpeckers (15) were seen as well 
as more birds from the north such as Common Redpolls, Bohemian Waxwings and Evening Grosbeaks. Three days later 
on December 30th many records were broken on the 5th Annual Lanark Highlands Bird Count led by Cliff Bennett 
even though “deep snow made traveling off road somewhat diffi cult.” Twenty-three fi eld counters and 14 feeder counters 
managed to tally a record 4,005 birds and a record 37 species which included a record number of wild turkeys (123), 
mourning doves (207), blue jays (401), pine grosbeaks (132), downy woodpeckers (74), hairy woodpeckers (115) and 
pileated woodpeckers (12). Press stories by Mike Jaques and Cliff Bennnett with more details about both counts are 
posted on the website. Thankyou also to feeder counter organizers Marjorie Montgomery and Georgina Doe. 

Records set in both MVFN sponsored Christmas bird counts despite snow



 New Trail described: Gunn Creek
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I was recently asked of the differences between black sunfl ower seeds and the 
striped ones. Consulting the experts on seeds at Pakenham Feed Store, I found 

out the black ones are the ones used for extracting sunfl ower oil. The striped 
also have oil in them but to a lesser amount. Taking both home, I fi lled two 
hanging feeders with black and two with striped, stood back and did a survey of 

chickadees and nuthatches coming in for ten minutes. The ‘taste test’ came out equal although I did notice 
the red-breasted nuthatches preferred the black. Next, I mixed the two seeds together in the same amounts 
and placed this mix in the big feeder. The evening grosbeaks and the blue jays dominated this feeder and 
cleaned up all of the seeds before the others could even get near them. So much for that study! What are 
your observations on this topic? Cliff

Differences between black sunfl ower seeds and the striped ones?

Good news, a capable young biologist, Glenn Desy is now with the OMNR in our area. He and his wife are 
experts in the wild carnivores; wolves, coyotes and cougar. On January 6th he 

talked to the RVFN’s about many of the aspects of these animals. There was a large 
attendance and all were delighted with his presentation. Some of the highlights were: 
There is northern wolf, a southern red wolf (as in Algonquin Park), and a red wolf coy-
ote hybrid. The red wolf was once throughout the Eastern deciduous forest in Canada 
and the U.S. It is now an endangered and protected species, in the U.S. at least. We are 
[located] where there may be a red wolf but most are coyotes or hybrids. Still, I don’t 
think our coyotes should be shot on sight, as it is, for it may be a red wolf.

There are carnivore lovers and haters and both were at the meeting. Desey talked of how predation of domestic 
and farm animals may be controlled and of the benefi ts of carnivores. Think of the red wolf as the star attraction 
of Algonquin Park! Wolves and coyotes provide furs and may control excessive numbers of pest animals such 
as deer and rodents.

Here’s to barking up the right tree,
Jim Bendell

 A Howl of Joy

This new nature trail is on County of Lanark property in Lanark Highlands. Enter at your own risk. 
How to get there: County Rd. 511 north of Hopetown to County Rd 16. West on County Rd. 16. West on County 
Rd. 16 approx. 5 km to Dalhousie Conc. 3. 
The Site: Look for the opening into old logging trail in red pine forest 50 m east of Conc. 3 on County Rd. 16, on 
the north side of road. Also look for large former sign frame. Park along the road. 
The Trail:  begins on the old logging road through red pine plantation for the fi rst 50 metres. From the end of the 
old road look for orange ribbon markers. Follow either way. Trail then winds its way through old growth forest, 
leading to Gunn Creek. Follow markers along the creek, which lead eventually back to start. 
Watch for: Old beaver dam, a good place to stop and explore the creek and have lunch. Woods and creek shoreline 
abounds in animal tracks, deer, beaver, martin, raccoons and porcupines. Many bird species to be found also. 
Caution: Beware of old barbed wire along creek shore. Do not cross creek onto private land. 

Weathering the Change joint MVFN-MVC workshop conclusions
The following Almonte Communique was released by delegates of ‘Weathering the Change’ a two-day work-
shop sponsored in Sept by MVC and MVFN: Many important economic and social decisions are being made 
today on long-term projects and activities in our watershed based on the assumption that past climate data are 
a reliable guide to the future. This is no longer a good assumption. We believe that all levels of government are 
key players in this issue and must raise awareness and incorporate climate change into planning, decision mak-
ing and leadership. Almonte, Ontario, Canada, Sept 22, 2007. Watch for a full report on the workshop.



The goal with the lecture series is to spread awareness and information about the natural world, offering a sense of 
kinship and fun as we hear about issues along with like minded local folk. Each lecture is preceded by a nature 

‘show-and-tell’ for anyone with something interesting to report. The featured guest speaker is introduced by a host for 
the evening and refreshments are always provided. There are always good insights from these lectures and it is hoped 
that this year’s series will help us learn what we can do for conservation of several groups or species which make up our 
natural world. The three lectures held so far have certainly done that.  

 Lecture Date Topic Speaker
September 20, 2007 Our Natural World: 

Conservation Challenges: Introduction
Jamie Fortune, Ducks Unlimited Canada

October 18  Focus on Trees: Native Trees for Natural Places Diana-Beresford Kroeger, author
November 15  Focus on Snakes Tobi Kiesewalter, Ontario Parks

January 17, 2008 The Monarch Butterfl y: insights into biology and conservation Jean Lauriault, Cndn Museum of Nature
February 21 Focus on Birds. Ontario’s Birds Cliff Bennett, MVFN member
March 20 Focus on Turtles  David Seburn, Seburn Ecological Services
April 17 Focus on Mammals to be confi rmed 
May 15 Annual General Meeting - location to be confi rmed

NOTE: MVFN’s lectures are Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at  the Almonte United Church Social Hall, Elgin St. , Almonte.  
             For further information contact our Program Chair Joyce Clinton at 613-257-4879 or email clintonj@magma.ca.  

MVFN’s  “Our Natural World: Conservation Challenges” lecture series  

In September  we were truly inspired by nature-lover and local resident Jamie 
Fortune, Director of Eastern Canada for Ducks Unlimited, as he presented 

an introduction to our series. Jamie Fortune has traveled a great deal in his work 
with Ducks Unlimited, but told us “Lanark County is the nicest place to live in 
the world.”  He said that we have a bounty of natural treasures and quality of life 
to enjoy here because of the beauty and pristineness of our natural world which 
is always so apparent to him when he returns home here after travel. Last year 
during Paul Hamilton’s talk on Water, we learned that right now the Mississippi 
River’s water quality rivals pristine rivers in Northern Europe. However, things 
must be done to keep it this way. Using words directed at our naturalist club Mr. 

Fortune said he believes “. . . the great challenge of this century is for volunteers 
to step up to bat.” This, he explained, is because governments are fi nding it more 

and more diffi cult to drive forward the people’s agenda and therefore they seem to be getting more receptive to positive 
feedback in the form of suggestions of what can be done. 

Two of the most important things we can do, Fortune suggested, are to get out and enjoy what nature has to offer. Use it 
or lose it. Teach your children and grandchildren to know their trees and animals. Take them out hiking and fi shing and 
eat the healthy fi sh from our rivers. Also continue what we are doing as a club. 

In October we were treated to a presentation by Diana Beresford-Kroeger, the lively woman who speaks for trees, 
author of Arboretum America: A Philosophy of the Forest. Through her, our native trees were revealed as complex 

beings with an ‘eco-function’ and biochemistry fi ne-tuned over millennia. Trees evolved over 
320 million years ago on this continent and without them, she says we would not be here 
today. Trees are the lungs of the world and along with the largely unseen underwater ocean 
forests, use carbon dioxide and release oxygen and water and can also help remove particulate 
pollution. Not only that, as she illustrated during the lecture, “Trees bank carbon dioxide into 
some of the most exciting medicines of our times.” A key conservation issue which emerged 
was not simply the loss of individual trees but  the loss of a diversity of native trees many 
of which have such great potential. The take home message is to get out and plant trees, but 
choose a native tree species which will do well in a particular site. “It is time to plant trees to 
rebuild the forests of the future, so that we can live again in the true cathedrals of our natural 
world” says Beresford-Kroeger. >>> cont’d on back>>>

Host Jim Bendell (right) thanks Jamie 

Beresford-Kroeger at lecture
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 MVFN’s 2007-08 Board of Directors
Past President Mike Macpherson1 mbmacp@gmail.com

613-256-3043
President Mike McPhail 2 mcphaill@hotmail.com

613-256-7211
Vice-President and Treasurer Howard Robinson3 howard.mary.robinson@sympatico.ca

613-256-0817
Secretary Janet Fytche 4 janet_fytche@hotmail.com

613-256-1798
Program Joyce Clinton clintonj@magma.ca

613-257-4879
Environmental Education Projects Patricia Larkin lrkmarsh@magma.ca

613-256-5301
Membership and MVFN Rep. to Ontario Nature Brenda Boyd bjboyd@sympatico.ca

613-256-7244
Public Relations Pauline Donaldson5 paulined@evergreenmaps.com

613-256-9399
Environmental Issues Bill Slade bslade@rogers.com

613-257-5437
MVFN Representative on Community 
Stewardship Council of Lanark County 

Franziska Von Rosen fvrosen@superaje.com
613-259-2847

1 Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust Conservancy; 2 Website Photogallery; 3 Water Guardians, 4 E-mail Network; 5 Newsletter 

The following members volunteer their time for ongoing activities and conservation initiatives of the Mississippi Valley 
Field Naturalists:  Amelia Ah You: MVFN representative on the Design Guidelines Committee for Mississippi Mills, 
Cliff Bennett: Canoe/hiking trips, Bird Counts, Climate Change Committee, Program Committee; Jim Bendell:  Natural 
Resources Reporting including as member of the Lanark Forest Management Advisory Committee, the Lanark Highlands 
Environmental Advisory Committee and the Local Citizen Group for Mazinaw Lanark Forest Management; Simon 
Broadbent: Webmaster; Joel Byrne: Nature Hike Guide, Program Host-Show/Tell; Neil Carleton: AOBG MVFN 
booth, Climate Change Project; Georgina Doe, Feeder Counter Organizer, Sheila Edwards: Program Committee, Press 
Releases; Paul Egginton: Climate Change Committee and major workshop catalyst; Paul Frigon: Lanark County Trails 
Issues; Tammy Gillis, Program and event volunteer, Chris Hume: Outdoor Program, Press Release Editing; Mike 
Jaques, Bird Count Compiler; Tine Kuiper: Program Committee; Marjorie Montgomery, Feeder Counter Organizer,  
Iain Wilkes, Bird Count organizer; and Billy Wiles: Program Refreshments.

 Thank you to our  Volunteers

>>>cont’d from previous page>>>

November’s Focus on Snakes with Tobi Kiesewalter of Murphy’s Point Provin-
cial Park was another wonderful presentation as we enjoyed a video featuring 

black ratsnakes and  became experts at  the identifi cation of Eastern Ontario’s often 
misunderstood, and thus sometimes persecuted, nine snake species after viewing 
Tobi’s excellent slides. We learned that forest edge habitat is critical for conserv-
ing snakes since they need both cooling forest shade and open areas for basking in 
the sun. In winter black ratsnakes congregate in communal hibernacula, returning 
to the same ones year after year. Therefore they should not be relocated far from 
home or they will likely die. Finally, it is critical not to disturb rock piles, rotting 
stumps or standing dead trees as these are important sites for ‘incubating’ eggs. We 
also learned that many of our snakes are live-bearers. Road hazards are a serious 
threat to our snakes and are especially serious when a ‘gravid’ female is involved. Tobi Kiesewalter with black 

ratsnake at lecture

The Whip-poor-will name and all content are copyright © Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists except as indicated. Contents may not 
be reproduced in any form, electronic or otherwise, without prior permission from the Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists.T
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