CARLETON PLACE CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The 59th annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count took place on Saturday December 27th.  The weather was Spring-like with no snow in open areas and only a little in the bush.  Rain in the preceding weeks and days had caused streams to be running full and Mississippi Lake and River to be high with water open on the lake up to Lake Park.

34 field observers and 33 feeder operators took part.

Summary of Results

Number of Species:
44
(Average of last 10 years:
42)

Number of Birds:
5829
(Average of last 10 years:
6007)

New Species:
Bald Eagle (2).  They have been seen in count week several times before but this is the first time on count day.

Record Highs:

Canada Goose

318
(previous high 101 in 2001)




Cooper’s Hawk
3
(previous high 1, last seen in 1996)

Merlin
1
(previous high 1, first seen in 1999, this is                                 the third sighting since) 




Northern Hawk Owl
1
(previous high 1, last seen in 1981)

Uncommon Birds:
Brown-headed Cowbird 1
(the first since 1990)

Other:
After a record count of American Robins (338) last year, none were found this year, although some were seen the next day.


Common Redpolls were back this year, as were Bohemian Waxwings, Evening Grosbeaks, and a single Pine Grosbeak and Pine Siskin.

Organization

The count was organized by Cliff Bennett.  At the end of the day the field observers gathered at Kelly’s Loft to see the field results displayed.  Georgina Doe organized the feeder counts and Mike Jaques compiled the final results.  

Thanks to the Mississippi Valley Field Naturalists for sponsoring the event and to all participants.  

A table showing all species seen and their numbers by sector within the count circle follows on the next two pages.
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	 N = new species on count
	  R = new record high count
	
	  T = tied previous record high count
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other species seen during count week:
	American Robin, Red-winged Blackbird, White-winged Crossbill
	
	
	
	


