


What is an alvar? 

An alvar is a biological environment 
based on a limestone plain with thin 
or no soil and, as a result, sparse 
grassland vegetation. Often flooded in 
the spring, and affected by drought in 
midsummer, most alvars occur either 
in northern Europe or around the 
Great Lakes in North America. This 
stressed habitat supports a community 
of rare plants and animals, including 
species more commonly found on 
prairie grasslands. Lichen and mosses 
are common components. Trees and 
bushes, when present, tend to be 
stunted. 

 

(Wikipedia) 



What is the Burnt Lands Alvar? 

Å The Burnt Lands is susceptible to forest fires in dry summers. An 
extensive forest fire swept through the area in 1870. A smaller but much 
more recent fire occurred along Golden Line Road in 1999. Forests in the 
Burnt Lands are severely damaged by fire due to the dry, thin soil and 
the trees are very slow to regenerate compared to those in areas with 
deeper, moister soil (White, 2013). 

Å The Burnt lands alvar consists of a complex mosaic of bare exposed 
limestone flats, herbaceous alvar vegetation, and mixed and coniferous 
forest. Wetland areas that are found here tend to be ephemeral and 
irregular in occurrence.  

Å The vegetation of the Burnt lands is complex, comprised of over a dozen 
major elements that tend to be early successional and blend into one 
another. The alvar grassland meadows are extensive, and dominated by 
a variety of associations. Although numerous prairie species are 
present, it is not considered to be prairie (Ont. Parks 2001) 
 



Where is the Burnt Lands Alvar? 
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